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LOBBYING: OUR DEFINITION 

…Any direct or indirect communication with public 

officials or representatives with the purpose of 

influencing public decision-making… 
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LOBBYING IS NOT A PROBLEM… 

 

“Lobbying provides useful information and opinions to political 

representatives and public officials. It is not, therefore, a morally 

questionable activity, but an important element of the 

democratic debate and decision-making process.”  
Transparency International, 2009  

 

“Everyone shall have the right to freedom of expression; this right 

shall include freedom to seek, receive and impart information and 

ideas of all kinds…” 
 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights  



www.transparencyinternational.eu Daniel Freund, Transparency International EU 

UNDUE INFLUENCE: OUR DEFINITION 

…Undue influence occurs when particular individuals or groups gain an 

unfair advantage over public decision-making at the expense of the 

public interest. This can particularly occur when decision-making is 

opaque, when public officials or third parties act unethically, or when 

access to political system is skewed in favour of select interests… 
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- unequal access to decision-makers 

- undue influence of lobbyists 

- revolving door between public and private sector 

- conflicts of interest between multiple activities 

 

 Loss of public trust + scandals 

NEW FORMS OF POLITICAL CORRUPTION 
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CASE STUDY: CAR CO2 EMISSIONS 
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CASE STUDY: CAR CO2 EMISSIONS 
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URGENCY OF REFORM 

• Multiple scandals at EU and national level feed perception that 

lobbying is associated with corruption. 

• 60% of citizens across Europe consider their country’s government 

being run to a large extent or entirely by a few big interests (TI GCB, 

2013) 

• 80% European companies consider the links between business and 

politics being too close in their country and leading to corruption. (EU 

anti-corruption report, 2014) 

• 80% legislators, 90% of lobbyists think inappropriate influence 

peddling takes place, and 1 in 3 legislators consider it a frequent 

problem. (OECD report, 2014) 
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The TI EU toolkit: 

- Integrity System Studies 

- Regional Reports 

- Policy Recommendations 

- EU Integrity Watch 

POLITICAL CORRUPTION 
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•19 countries + 3 EU institutions 

•65 indicators measuring… 

•3 dimensions of lobbying: transparency, 

integrity and equality of access 

 

 

BACKGROUND 
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• The lobbying landscape in Europe 

is diverse and complex 

• Hidden and informal influence persists 

• Lobbying regulation is woefully inadequate 

 

 

KEY FINDINGS 



www.transparencyinternational.eu Daniel Freund, Transparency International EU 



www.transparencyinternational.eu Daniel Freund, Transparency International EU 

KEY FINDINGS 

 

 

Transparency: Citizens and interest groups 

have little opportunity to know who is 

influencing public decisions, on what issues 

and how. 

 

Integrity: Neither lobbyists nor public officials 

are subject to clear and enforceable ethical 

rules regarding lobbying activity 

 

Equality of Access: Public participation is 

inadequately protected, and certain groups are 

able to enjoy privileged access to decision-

makers 
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LOBBYING REGISTERS COMPARED 

 

 
How do existing lobbying registers in Europe measure up against each other? 

Country/Institution 
Registration and disclosure 

by lobbyists 
Oversight of register and 

transparency rules 
Overall score for lobbying 

registers 

Slovenia 60 56 58 

Ireland (draft law) 64 50 57 

Lithuania 43 56 50 

EU Transparency Register 50 38 44 

Austria 57 19 38 

France (National Assembly and 

Senate registers) 
39 16 28 

Poland 27 13 20 

United Kingdom 33 25 19 
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URGENCY OF REFORM 
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TRANSPARENCY MEASURES 

• Lobby Register 

 

• Legislative Footprint: 

meetings + written input 
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INTEGRITY MEASURES 

•Cooling off periods 

 

•Codes of conduct for public 

officials 

 

•Codes of conduct for lobbyists 
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EQUALITY OF ACCESS MEASURES 

   •Equality in consultations for 

citizens, interest groups and 

corporate bodies 

 

•Publish the results 

 

•Publish all calls for 

applications to sit on 

advisory/expert groups 
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MANAGING RISKS 

Robust Regulation 

Complimentary 
voluntary mechanisms 
(e.g. code of conduct)  

Strong watchdogs 
(citizens, CSO & media) 
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• Lead by Example 

 

• Use Watch Dog Tools 

 

• Advocate for Change 

WHAT CAN I DO? 
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LEADING BY EXAMPLE 
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• Gifts & Hospitality 

 

• Revolving Door & 

Conflicts of Interest 

 

• Publication of meetings 

LEADING BY EXAMPLE 
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EU INTEGRITY WATCH 
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MEP OUTSIDE INCOMES 
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DECLARATIONS OF FINANCIAL INTERESTS 
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FUNCTIONS: 

- Totals 

- Filters 

- Rankings 

- Search 

- External Activity Indicator 

EU INTEGRITY WATCH 
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FINDINGS: 

- 53% with external activities 

- Total: 5.8m to 18.3m / year 

- 9 MEPs earn 10,000+ EUR 

- 1200 activities including “freelancer”, 

“consultant” and “MDNA” 

EU INTEGRITY WATCH 
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OUTCOMES: 

- Over 100 updated declarations 

- 25,000 visitors 

- Press coverage 

- Revision of rules planned 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

- More information 

- Meaningful checks 

- Sanctions 

EU INTEGRITY WATCH 
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LOBBY MEETINGS  

& EU LOBBYISTS  
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EC TRANSPARENCY INITIATIVE 
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4,547 

7,916 

10,000+ 

€1bn+ 

EU INTEGRITY WATCH 2.0 

Meetings 

Lobby Organisations 

Lobbyists 

EU Lobby Budget 

Key 

findings 
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KEY FINDINGS 

Corporate 

Dominance 
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KEY FINDINGS 

Companies 

with 

highest 

lobby 

budgets 



www.transparencyinternational.eu Daniel Freund, Transparency International EU 

KEY FINDINGS 

Commission 

Hotspots 
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KEY FINDINGS 

Equality of 

access by 

portfolio 
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KEY FINDINGS 

The new 

transparency 

provisions 
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14 / 20 biggest law-firms in the world 

 

3 of the world-leading public relations firms. 

 

15 / 100 biggest European companies. 

KEY FINDINGS 

Still missing 

from the 

register 
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60% of organisations lobbying on TTIP or 

Capital Markets Union do not declare that 
 

1/3 of all declarations are completely 

meaningless 

 
 

KEY FINDINGS 

Poor data 

quality 
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